568 Worthington Ridge 
1880 


William Howard Webster (1852-1941), a farmer, & 
Cornelia Wells (1854-1925). 


Italianate 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 176 


1880 Webster current owner: Helen & Casimir Zaczkowski Italianate 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


1880 current owner: Denise Morin & Sinisterra Otilia 
Sketch 


Genealogy 


William Howard Webster (1852-1941) son of John Welles and Lydia 
Francis. In 1880 he married Cornelia Wells (1854-1925). They had children Arthur, Jonathan, Merton, 
Florence. He was a farmer. They are buried in Maple Cemetery. 
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on northern end of Worthington Ridge, an area with a mixture of 


modern and Victorian houses. 


PHOTOGRAPHER 


NEGATIVE OH FILE 


F21 


COMPILED BY 


This house as a three-bay facade with a central entry. The heavy, 
paneled entry door is original. A one-story porch covers the entire 
facade, wraps around the left corner, and forms a gabled pavilion to 
the right. Porch detailing includes turned posts and balusters, a 
molded rail, small jigsawn post brackets, a spindled frieze, and 
truncated-sawtooth shingles in the pavilion peak. Windows have wide 
molded surrounds and are fitted with 2-over-2 sash. Second-floor 
windows on front and side elevations have molded hoods on very small 
jigsawn brackets above a frieze with applied wooden decorations in bar 
and circle motifs, The main roof cornice has a wide plain frieze with 
frieze-band windows on side elevations, large jigsawn brackets (paired 
at corners), and wide overhanging eaves. The right elevation has an 
additional entry in the front bay. At the rear of the left (continued) 
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DESCRIPTION (Continued? 


This house is significant as an elaborate and well-preserved example 
of the Italian Villa style. Based on the picturesque architecture 

of the Italian countryside, the Italian Villa style was one of a number 
of romantic revival styles current in the 19th century; it was most 
popular between 1850 and 1880. The Italian Villa style has two prin- 
cipal subtypes: houses such as this one based on a simple box-like 
plan, and larger asymmetrical dwellings with towers. Typical Italian 
Villa features present here include the square plan, the wide bracketed 
eaves, and the frieze-band windows. The ornate porch is more typical 
of the last years of the Victorian period; it may have been a 
replacement for an earlier porch. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


This house was owned for many years by members of the Webster family, 
who controlled a number of large pardels in this part of Berlin. The 
size of their holdings makes the history of any small (continued 
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17. (continued): 


elevation is a window with paneled base. Windows in the bay are 


segmental-arched with molded surrounds. 


19. (continued): 


portion of it difficult to trace. 


